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Remarks/Arguments begin on page 2 of this paper. 



Patent Application Serial No. 10/562,498 
Attorney Docket No. ASAIN0173 

REMARKS 

Applicant's attorney, Wesley Ashton, contacted Examiner Gregory A. Wilson (571- 
272-4482) on July 30, 2009 to discuss the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed on 
May 18, 2009. Specifically, the Examiner has considered all of the references cited on the 
corresponding USPTO form PTO/SB/08 except for Foreign Patent Document No. 8. 
Applicant's attorney brought to Examiner Wilson's attention that, due to a clerical error, 
Foreign Patent Document No. 8 was listed as "2731 127" when it should be -08-295926- 
(See, e.g., "Exhibit A," filed herewith, which is a copy of the last page of USPTO form 
PTO/SB/08 filed by Applicant on May 1 8, 2009). Applicant's attorney also informed 
Examiner Wilson that the USPTO PAIRs database shows that a copy of JP 08-295926 was 
filed on May 18, 2009 and is of record (See "Exhibit B," filed herewith, which is a download 
from the USPTO PAIRs database on July 30, 2009, marked with an arrow to show which 
reference is a copy of JP 08-295926). Also filed herewith for the Examiner's convenience, 
labeled as "Exhibit C," is another copy of JP 08-295926. 

In view of the above facts, Examiner Wilson agreed to consider the document JP 08- 
295926, and to issue a supplemental Notice of Allowance indicating that the reference has 
been considered, or to take any additional action the Examiner believes is appropriate. 

Thus, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner reconsider the Information 
Disclosure Statement filed on May 18, 2009. 
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The below-signed attorney for Applicant welcomes any questions. 
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Suite PH-1 

2300 Ninth Street, South 
Arlington, VA 22204 

Telephone: (703) 979-5700 
Facsimile: (703) 979-7429 
Email: gands@szipl.com 
Customer No.: 24203 



Respectfully submitted, 



GRIFFIN & SZIPL, P. C. 




Joerg-Uw&S^ipl 
Registration No. 3 1 ,799 
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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To reduce the consumption of cooling gas and to unncessitate a 

pressure-proof structure of a door-hood by arranging the door-hood between a heating 
chamber and a gas cooling chamber and arranging a clutch type closed door at the 
heating chamber side of the gas cooling chamber and a heat insulating door of the heating 
chamber as an elevating type in the door-hood. 

CONSTITUTION: A treating material W executing heating-treatment in an inner chamber 
36 of the heating chamber 35 is taken out through the elevating type heat insulating door 
38 and introduced into the gas cooling chamber 1 through an intermediate door 4, and 
after cooling with the cooling gas, the treating material is taken out through an ejecting 
door 3. At this time, the intermediate door 4 and the ejecting door 3 are made to the clutch 
type closed door freely elevatable/lowerable and the door-hood 9 is arranged between the 
heating chamber 35 and the gas cooling chamber 1 and the intermediate door 4 and the 
heat insulating door 38 are made to elevatable/lowerable with an elevating means 5b in 
the door-hood 9. By this constitution, since the cooling gas is supplied only into the cooling 
chamber 1 and is not supplied into the door-hood 9 as the conventional constitution, the 
consumption of the cooling gas is reduced, and since the high pressure cooling gas is not 
supplied in the door-hood 9, the door-hood is unnecessary to be the pressure-proof 
structure and the cost of equipment can be saved. 
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